


DISTRICTS



PROGRAMS

Infrast ructure
 State Capital Improvement Program (SCIP)

 Small Government

 Emergency Funds
 Local Transportation Improvement Program 

(LTIP)
 Revolving Loan Program (RLP)

Conservat ion
 Clean Ohio Greenspace Conservation 

Program
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INFRASTRUCTURE PROGRAM – ELIGIBLE APPLICANTS

• Counties 
• Cities
• Townships
• Villages
• Water and wastewater districts (SCIP eligible only)
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INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECT TYPES
• Road

• Bridge/Culvert

• Water Supply

• Wastewater

• Stormwater

• Solid Waste



INFRASTRUCTURE PROGRAM – FUNDING OPTIONS 
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SCIP – State Capital Improvement  Program (Bond Program)

• Up to 90% repair/replacement
• Up to 50% new/expansion

LTIP – Local Transportat ion Improvement  Program (Gas Tax)

Up to 100% Grant

SCIP or RLP LOAN

• Interest: 0%
• Term: lesser of 30 years or project’s useful life

• Grant up to 100%
• Roads, bridges, culverts only
• Cannot be combined with loan



INFRASTRUCTURE PROGRAM - PROJECT SELECTION

• Funds allocated to 19 District Public Works Integrating Committees on a per 
capita basis

• Committees made up of representatives from counties, cities, townships, 
villages, and private sector

• Local decision-making: projects scored/ranked based on factors in state 
law (ORC 164.06 & 164.14)

• Methodologies vary by district
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Apr–May

Guidance sent out by Director, 
committees meets to finalize 
polices and criteria

Aug-Oct

Applications due in WorksWise

Nov–Jan

Committees approve slate of 
projects

July

Project agreement released by 
OPWC

INFRASTRUCTURE PROGRAM 
TIMELINE



SMALL GOVERNMENT 
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• Second-chance statewide competition for villages and townships with 
populations under 5,000 in unincorporated areas

• Up to 7 applications plus 2 contingencies per district

• 30-day cure to enhance apps according to SG criteria

• Selection in May; Agreements released July



EMERGENCY PROGRAM 
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WORKSWISE PORTAL OVERVIEW

• Web-based plat form launched in August 2021
• Centralized system for:

• Applications

• Agreements

• Disbursements

• Loan servicing



WORKSWISE ACCESS

CUSTOMER PORTAL 

• Login required
• Apply for funding

• Submit disbursement request

• View project agreements/uploads

• Disbursement invoices
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PUBLIC PORTAL

• No login required
• View projects

• Pay loan invoice

• Check disbursement status

• View active loans

• Find amortization schedule 

• Look up vendors



DISBURSEMENT OF 
FUNDS
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OPWC can pay contractors directly for 
eligible invoices, or we can reimburse 
the applicant if they wish to pay the 
contractors up front.

For reimbursement, the disbursement 
process is the same, but we require 
proof of payment (copy of check, 
screenshot from online bank).

https://ohiopays.ohio.gov/ 

https://ohiopays.ohio.gov/


STATUS OF YOUR DISBURSEMEN  
New • Created but  not  submit ted

Submitted • Submit ted to Program Rep

Reviewed • Approved by Program Rep

Waiting 
Disbursement 

Entry
• Finance is entering payment

Waiting CFO 
Review • CFO is approving payment

Waiting 
Warrant 

Date
• Finance is wait ing for payment  to post

Paid • Payment  has been made
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PUBLICWORKS.OHIO.GOV

THANK YOU





2026 Local Government Officials 
Conference

Email:  kkillian@owda.org
Phone: 614 466-5822
Website:  www.owda.org

Loan Officer 

KIMBERLY 
KILLIAN 

OWDA LOAN PROGRAMS 
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AGENDA
About OWDA
OWDA Fresh Water loan program 
Refinance loan program
Un-Sewered Area grant
Additional programs
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ABOUT OWDA

• Created in 1968 by the State of Ohio to provide loans to local government 
agencies for the construction of water and sewer infrastructure

• OWDA consists of an eight-member board and is supported by 20 employees.



WATER AND SEWER LOAN PROGRAMS
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OWDA FRESH WATER LOAN PROGR

23



OWDA FRESH WATER LOAN PROGRAM

Two types of loans:
• Planning-Design Loans
• Construction loans

• No application fee
• Administration fee is 0.35% of total loan 

amount
• Minimum fee is $400
• Semi-Annual Payments on due January 1 

and July 1



ELIGIBLE BORROWERS AND PROJECTS

Eligible borrowers include: 

• Local Governments who own and operate water or wastewater facilities

• Ability to enact local rate legislation to ensure revenues are adequate to make 
loan repayments

Eligible projects include: 

• Drinking water, wastewater, and storm water projects. 

• Common examples include: New or upgraded treatment facilities, sewers, and 
waterlines, and related planning/design costs.



INTEREST RATES

• Interest rates are published 
monthly at www.owda.org

• Rates are set monthly based on a 
municipal bond index.

http://www.owda.org/


PLANNING AND DESIGN LOANS

• 5-year balloon loan

• Interest rate is the market rate at time of loan approval.  

• Semi-annual payment would be 1/40th of loan amount.  

• Loan is due the earlier of 5 years or at the time construction begins.

• Capitalized interest accrues as disbursements are submitted. 

• First payment due no earlier than 12 months after loan award.

• Planning-Design loan balance may be rolled into subsequent OWDA or OEPA 
construction loans.  
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CONSTRUCTION LOANS

• Loan Term

• Minimum 5 years
• Maximum 30 years

• Interest Rate

• Standard Rate
• Discounts

• Community Assistance Rate
• First payment date is due no later than 48 months after the date of loan approval or 12 months 

after substantial completion, whichever is earlier, regardless of when construction is complete. 

• No prepayment
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HOW TO APPLY

• Applications are due the 1st of the month that the loan will be approved.   

• The OWDA Board meets the last Thursday of each month except November/December

• For construction applications, the project must be bid prior to applying for the loan.

• www.owda.org/application-forms

• Applications are in excel

• Templates for supporting application documents

• Loan portal to upload documents

http://www.owda.org/application-forms
http://www.owda.org/application-forms
http://www.owda.org/application-forms
http://www.owda.org/application-forms




DISBURSEMENTS 

• OWDA Board approval

• Payment Instruction Form

• Disbursements

• Reimbursement basis

• Payments sent to borrowers

• Loan closure

• Amortization 
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DISBURSEMENTS
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AMORTIZATION SCHEDULES
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WHY OWDA?
Pros

• Open nomination period – we accept applications throughout the year
• No application fee
• One times coverage 
• No debt service reserve requirement
• OWDA loan takes subordinate lien to past and future debt issued 
• Our loan fee is .35% for first $100 million, .175% for $100-150 million and free after $150 million.  
• No rating required
• OWDA loan is considered revenue debt and therefore will not count against a local governments General 

Obligation Bond issuing capacity/statutory debt limitation
• A borrower only pays interest on portion of loan drawn. 
• OWDA loans are quick and efficient.  A borrower can go from application to approval to drawing funds in a 

month, compared to conventional financing that can often take 2-4 months to complete 
• You know your loan rate before you apply. 
• No arbitrage calculation required for OWDA loan
• No annual post issuance continuing disclosure filing in accordance with SEC rule 15c2-12

Con
• No prepayment



REFINANCE LOAN PROGRAM
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REFINANCE LOAN PROGRAM

• Established January 2021

• Eligible borrowers include public entities having the authority to own and 
operate water and sewer systems

• Not eligible for the refinance program are loans in the Fresh Water Program, 
Water Pollution Control Loan Program, and the Drinking Water Assistance Fund
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INTEREST RATES - REFINANCE LOANS LESS THAN $50 MILLION
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Refinance Interest  Rates (as of February 12, 2026)
Tax-Exempt (AAA Non-call MMD yield curve plus .30%)

10-year term 2.44%
20-year term 2.99%
30-year term 3.62%

Taxable (AAA Taxable MMD yield curve plus .30%)
10-year term 4.05%
20-year term 4.74%
30-year term 5.53%

Community Assistance
20-year term 1.75%
30-year term 2.00%



REFINANCE LOANS GREATER THAN $50 MILLION

• The Borrower and OWDA will sign a commitment letter to borrow at a not to 
exceed rate determined by OWDA based on the structure of the loan

• The contract interest rate will lock in contemporaneously with the pricing of a 
linked OWDA Bond issue plus 0.05%

• If the pricing of the OWDA bonds exceeds the not to exceed rate in the signed 
commitment, then OWDA will not issue the bonds and the commitment letter 
shall be extinguished
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REFINANCE LOAN PROGRAM APPLICATION PROCES

• Application Fee 

• $250 to $1,500
• Loan Administration Fee 

• 0.35% of the loan amount 
• All the details can be found at www.owda.org
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UN-SEWERED AREA GRANT
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UN-SEWERED AREA GRANT

• The Ohio Water Development Authority created the Un-Sewered Area Assistance 
Program to provide grants for construction of a publicly owned sewer system for un-
sewered areas that have failing onsite sanitary treatment systems.

• Eligible recipients are same as Fresh Water Loan program.

• Eligible projects costs include planning, engineering, construction, land and easement 
acquisition, and legal and inspection fees

• New System

• If connecting to existing system, the new infrastructure must be greater than 10 miles 
from location of nearest connection.
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UN-SEWERED AREA GRANT AMOUNT

Median Household Income (MHI)
Customers Less than $20,000 $20,000 to $35,000 $35,001 to State MHI
Less than 100 $1,000,000 $750,000 $500,000
100 to 200 $750,000 $500,000 $250,000
More than 200 $500,000 $250,000 $250,000
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At least two months prior to application submission, please contact OWDA to determine eligibility for the 
Un-Sewered Area Assistance Program.



ADDITIONAL LOAN PROGRAMS
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Dam Safety

ADDITIONAL LOAN PROGRAMS

Onsite 
Stormwater

Local Economic 
Development

Solid WasteUSDA-RD Loan 
Advance



OWDA.org

QUESTIONS?



OWDA.org

THANK YOU



OWDA.org
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