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Appendix B: Death Certificate Imagery 
The CDC provides guidance for reporting deaths on a death certificate. The first image below from the 
CDC shows Part I (the four primary causes of death) and also part II (other significant conditions). This 
guidance applies to all death certificates, regardless of the COVID-19 pandemic. However, the CDC 
recommends that states classify all death certificates where COVID-19 is present as a death related to 
the virus. While this information may be appropriate for monitoring the on-going pandemic, it may 
present marginally inflated death data to the general public. (See R5). 

The WHO provides guidance on completing a death certificate for COVID-19 as well as guidance for 
what is not a COVID-19 death. The second and third images from the WHO shows both of these 
examples, respectively. The third image shows that deaths with COVID-19 as an "other significant 
condition" is not a COVID-19 death. 
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