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PO Box 828 
Athens, Ohio 45701 

(740) 594-3300 or (800) 441-1389 
SoutheastRegion@ohioauditor.gov 

BASIC AUDIT REPORT 
 
 
Monday Creek Township 
Perry County 
1480 Bell Bottom Road SE 
New Straitsville, Ohio 43766 
 
We have completed certain procedures in accordance with Ohio Rev. Code § 117.01(G) to the accounting 
records and related documents of the Monday Creek Township, Perry County, Ohio (the Township), for the 
years ended December 31, 2020 and 2019.  
 
Our procedures were designed solely to satisfy the audit requirements of Ohio Rev. Code § 117.11(A).  
Because our procedures were not designed to opine on the Township’s financial statements, we did not 
follow generally accepted auditing standards.  We do not provide any assurance on the Township’s financial 
statements, transactions or balances for the years ended December 31, 2020 and 2019.  
 
The Township’s management is responsible for preparing and maintaining its accounting records and 
related documents.  Our responsibility under Ohio Rev. Code § 117.11(A) is to examine, analyze and 
inspect these records and documents.  
 
Based on the results of our procedures, we found the following significant compliance or accounting issues 
to report.  
 
Current Year Observations 
 

1. Ohio Rev. Code §§ 109.43(B) and 149.43(E)(1) require all state and local elected officials, or their 
designees, to attend 3 hours of training on Ohio’s Public Records Laws during each term of office.  
The training received must be certified by the Ohio Attorney General.  Proof of completion of training 
must include documentation either from the Attorney General’s Office or from another entity 
certified by the Attorney General to provide the training to the elected official or his/her designee.  
Attendees who successfully complete the training will receive a certificate to serve as proof of 
training. 

 
The elected officials with terms ending during the audit period, did not, during their term of office, 
attend a required Certified Public Records Training or have an appropriate designee attend a 
training, due to deficiencies in internal controls over public record laws training procedures and 
monitoring.  This could result in improper education of public offices regarding the offices’ duties 
related to public records requests as well as improper withholding of information from stakeholders. 

 
The elected officials, or their designees, should, during their term of office, attend public records 
training and maintain proof of completion of the training. 
 

2. Ohio Rev. Code § 149.43(B)(2) provides that the Township should have an approved records 
retention schedule which is readily available to the public.  
  
The Trustees did not approve a formal records retention schedule.  Failure to maintain an approved 
formal records retention schedule could lead to improper destruction of records.  
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Current Year Observations (Continued) 
 

2. Ohio Rev. Code § 149.43(B)(2) (Continued) 
 
The Trustees should approve the required record retention schedule. 
 

3. Ohio Rev. Code § 149.43(E)(2) requires all public offices take certain actions with regard to their 
public record policy.  Public offices must distribute their Public Records Policy to the employee who 
is the records custodian/manager or otherwise has custody of the records of that office and have 
that employee acknowledge receipt of the Public Records Policy; create and display in a 
conspicuous place in all locations where the public office has branch offices a poster describing 
the public records policy; and, if the public office has a manual or handbook of its general policies 
and procedures for all employees, include the public records policy in that manual or handbook. 

  
The Township did not provide evidence that the records custodian/manager signed an 
acknowledgement of receiving the public records policy.  Furthermore, the Township did not 
conspicuously display a poster describing the Township’s public records policy in all of the 
Township’s branch offices.  This could result in records requests not being fulfilled in accordance 
with Ohio law.   
  
The policy shall be distributed to the records custodian/manager, and the Township should have a 
written acknowledgement of receipt from the records custodian/manager.  The Township shall also 
conspicuously display a poster describing the public records policy in all of the Township’s branch 
offices. 

 
4. Ohio Rev. Code § 507.12 provides in part that to enhance the background and working knowledge 

of fiscal officers in government accounting, budgeting and financing, financial report preparation, 
cybersecurity, and the rules adopted by the auditor of state, the auditor of state shall conduct 
education programs and continuing education courses for individuals elected or appointed for the 
first time to the office of fiscal officer, and shall conduct continuing education courses for individuals 
who continue to hold the office in a subsequent term.  A fiscal officer who is elected to a subsequent 
term of office shall complete twelve hours of continuing education courses in each subsequent term 
of office. At least two hours of ethics instruction shall be included in the continuing education hours 
required.  
  
Elected officials must register and create a personal username and password for the Auditor of 
State’s Fiscal Integrity site for reporting purposes.  Training is then reported by choosing the training 
courses and dates attended.  Fiscal officers are required to self-report their hours.  Elected Officials 
can access and print their certificates via the Fiscal Integrity Act portal available at 
http://www.ohioauditor.gov/fiscalintegrity/default.html.   
  
The Township Fiscal Officer was only able to provide evidence that she obtained 6.50 hours of 
approved continuing education during her term of office.  In addition, the Fiscal Officer was not 
registered on the Fiscal Integrity Act portal for the term ended in 2020.  The failure to register on 
the Fiscal Integrity Act portal and obtain the required training could result in inadequate training.    
  
The Township Fiscal Officer should register on the Fiscal Integrity Act portal and obtain the required 
training.  
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Current Year Observations (Continued) 
 

5. State ex rel. McClure v. Hagerman, 155 Ohio St. 320 (1951), provides that expenditures made 
by a governmental unit should serve a public purpose.  Typically, the determination of what 
constitutes a “proper public purpose” rests with the judgment of the governmental entity, unless 
such determination is arbitrary or unreasonable.  Even if a purchase is reasonable, Ohio Attorney 
General Opinion 82-006 indicates that it must be memorialized by a duly enacted ordinance or 
resolution and may have a prospective effect only.  Auditor of State Bulletin 2003-005 Expenditure 
of Public Funds/Proper “Public Purpose” states, in part, the Auditor of State’s Office will only 
question expenditures where the legislative determination of a public purpose is manifestly arbitrary 
and incorrect.  

 
The Township failed to make timely remit contributions to the Ohio Public Employees Retirement 
System throughout the audit period.  This oversight resulted in late fees and interest charges being 
assessed and paid of $46 and $44 in 2019 and 2020, respectively.   

  
In addition, the Township failed to make timely debt payments during both years under audit.  This 
oversight resulted in late charges being assessed and paid of $77 and $115 in 2019 and 2020, 
respectively.  

  
The payment of late fees are not considered a proper use of public funds and can result in findings 
for recovery.   

  
Township officials should ensure that all payments are made timely. 
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