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REPORT OF INDEPENDENT ACCOUNTANTS

Executive Committee

Tri-County Computer Services Association (TCCSA)
Wayne County

2125-B Eagle Pass

Wooster, Ohio 44691

To the Members of the Executive Committee:

We have examined the accompanying description of controls of the Tri-County Computer Services
Association (TCCSA) applicable to the processing of transactions for users of the Uniform School
Accounting System (USAS), Uniform Staff Payroll System (USPS), School Asset Account
System/Equipment Inventory Subsystem (SAAS/EIS), and Education Management Information System
(EMIS). Our examination included procedures to obtain reasonable assurance about whether (1) the
accompanying description presents fairly, in all material respects, the aspects of the TCCSA'’s controls that
may be relevant to a member school district’s internal control as it relates to an audit of financial statements;
(2) the controls included in the description were suitably designed to achieve the control objectives specified
in the description, if those controls were complied with satisfactorily and member school districts applied the
internal controls contemplated in the design of the TCCSA'’s controls; and (3) such controls had been placed
in operation as of June 30, 2000. The control objectives were specified by the TCCSA management for the
processing of USAS, USPS, SAAS/EIS, and EMIS with the assistance of the Ohio Department of Education.
Our examination was performed in accordance with standards established by the American Institute of
Certified Public Accountants and included those procedures we considered necessary in the circumstances
to obtain a reasonable basis for rendering our opinion.

As discussed in the accompanying description, TCCSA has a reciprocal agreement for use of hardware at
another Data Acquisition Site. However, a formal disaster recovery plan has not been developed. The
deficiency results in policies and procedures not being suitably designed to meet the control objective,
“Adequate plans should exist for the recovery of critical resources following an event which disrupts data
processing services for an extended period of time.”

In our opinion, the accompanying description of the aforementioned controls presents fairly, in all material
respects, the relevant aspects of the TCCSA's controls that had been placed in operation as of June 30,
2000. Also, in our opinion, except for the matter described above, the controls, as described, are suitably
designed to provide reasonable assurance the specified control objectives would be achieved if the
described controls were complied with satisfactorily and member school districts applied the controls
contemplated in the design of the TCCSA's controls.

In addition to the procedures we considered necessary to render our opinion as expressed in the previous
paragraph, we applied tests to specific controls, listed in Section lll, to obtain evidence about their
effectiveness in meeting the control objectives, described in Section lll, during the period from April 24, 1999
to June 30, 2000. The specific controls and the nature, timing, extent, and results of the tests are listed in
Section Ill. This information has been provided to member school districts of the TCCSA and to their
auditors to be taken into consideration along with information about the internal control at member school
districts, when making assessments of control risk for member school districts. In our opinion, except for
the matter described above, the controls that were tested, as described in Section Ill, were operating with
sufficient effectiveness to provide reasonable, but not absolute, assurance the control objectives specified
in Section Il were achieved during the period from April 24, 1999 to June 30, 2000.



The relative effectiveness and significance of specific controls at the TCCSA and their effect on
assessments of control risk at member school districts are dependent on their interaction with the controls
and other factors present at individual member school districts. We have performed no procedures to
evaluate the effectiveness of controls at individual member school districts.

The information in Section IV describing the consortium profile information is presented by the TCCSA to
provide additional information and is not part of the TCCSA'’s description of controls that may be relevant
to a user organization’s internal control. Such information has not been subjected to the procedures applied
in the examination of the description of the controls applicable to the processing of transactions for member
school districts and, accordingly, we express no opinion on it.

The description of controls at the TCCSA is as of June 30, 2000, and information about tests of the operating
effectiveness of specified controls covers the period from April 24, 1999 to June 30, 2000. Any projection
of such information to the future is subject to the risk that, because of change, the description may no longer
portray the controls in existence. The potential effectiveness of specific controls at the TCCSA is subject to
inherent limitations and, accordingly, errors or fraud may occur and not be detected. Furthermore, the
projection of any conclusions, based on our findings, to future periods is subject to the risk that (1) changes
made to the system or controls, (2) changes in processing requirements, or (3) changes required because
of the passage of time may alter the validity of such conclusions.

This report is intended solely for use by the management of the TCCSA, its member school districts, and
the independent auditors of its member school districts.

JIM PETRO
Auditor of State

June 30, 2000
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88 East Broad Street
STATE OF OHIO P.O. Box 1140

OFFICE OF THE AUDITOR Columbus, Ohio 43216-1140

Telephone  614-466-4514
JiM PETRO, AUDITOR OF STATE 800-282-0370

Facsimile 614-466-4490

TRI - COUNTY COMPUTER SERVICES ASSOCIATION

WAYNE COUNTY

CLERK'S CERTIFICATION
This is a true and correct copy of the report which is required to be filed in the Office
of the Auditor of State pursuant to Section 117.26, Revised Code, and which is filed
in Columbus, Ohio.

desarn Poabbtt

CLERK OF THE BUREAU

CERTIFIED
SEPTEMBER 5, 2000
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